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SUB J : PRIMIN IRMAK COMMENTS ON AEGEAN ISSUES 

REF: ANKARA 339 

SUMMARY: PRIMIN IRMAK REBUTS ECEVIT CRITICISM, CALLS AVEROFF 
STATEMENT A "BLUFF," AND SAYS THAT SEISMIC SHIP WILL PROSPECT 
IN AEGEAN BEFORE LONG. END SUMMARY 

1. PRIMIN IRMAK, IN WRITTEN STATEMENT TO PRESS IANUARY 13, 
RESPONDED TO CRITICISM OF GOT AEGEAN POLICY BY REPUBLICAN 
PEOPLES' PARTY CHAIRMAN ECEIVT ON JANUARY 12 (REFTEL). HIS 
MAIN POINTS: 

A. TURKISH RIGHTS AND INTERESTS IN AEGEAN WERE NOT LESS THAN 
THOSE OF GREECE, AND WHILE TURKEY WANTS THE AEGEAN TO BE AN 
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RIGHTS, INCLUDING HER "OIL PROSPECTING RIGHTS ON THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF OF ANATOLIA." 

B. IRMAK SAID THAE AVEROFF STATEMENT (REFTEL) WAS "UNSERIOUS 
(AND) CAN ONLY BE DESCRIBED AS A BLUFF." HE CONTRASTED IT WITH THE 
"COOL-HEADED" STANCE OF GOT. 

2. IN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW APPEARING IN JANUARY 14 MILLIYET, IRMAK 
AMPLIFIED HIS VIEWS. SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS, HE SAID. SHOWED THAT THE 
ANATOLIAN CONTINENTAL SHELF EXTENDED TO THE MIDDLE OF THE AEGEAN. 
HE PROPOSED THAT GREECE AND TURKEY REACH AN AGREEMENT ON A 
DEMARCATION LINE AND THAT EACH PROSPECT FOR OIL WITHIN ITS REGION 
OR, IF GREECE PREFERRED, AGREE ON JOINT PROSPECTING. REFERRING 

TO THE NORWEGIAN SEISMIC SURVEY SHIP UNDER CONTRACT TO GOT, HE 
SAID IT WAS NOW EXPLORING IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AND WOULD BEGIN 
PROSPECTING BEFORE LONG IN THE REGION FROM THE BAY OF SAROZ AND 
THE CANAKKALE COAST TO WEST OF IZMIR. 

3. COMMENT: IRMAK'S STATEMENTS ON TURKISH RIGHTS AND HIS 
SUGGESTIONS FOR GRECO-TURKISH AGREEMENT REFLECT ESTABLISHED 
GOT POLICY. PLAN FOR FURTHER PROSPECTING WHICH HE MENTIONED 
COULD RESULT IN PERHAPS LENGTHY DELAY IN EXPLORATION IN WATERS 
UNDER CONTENTION, SINCE SEISMIC VESSEL WOULD FIRST FINISH CURRENT 
OPERATIONS IN MEDITERRANEAN, THEN MOVE TO BAY OF SAROZ (TURKISH 
TERRITORIAL WATERS), AND FINALLY ENTER ZONE BETWEEN CANAKKALE AND 
IZMIR, WHERE POSSIBILITY OF ITS ENTERING DISPUTED ZONE WOULD 

EXIST. 
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